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claims of violations of a student’s civil
rights. I have also cosponsored bipar-
tisan legislation, such as the Campus
Accountability and Safety Act, which
seeks to find a commonsense solution
to this difficult issue that holds col-
leges accountable without trauma-
tizing victims when reporting an as-
sault.

We should also take up and pass the
reauthorization for the Violence
Against Women’s Act. Last month, the
House passed this critical legislation,
which would reauthorize funding of
these programs and authorize new pro-
grams; amend and add definitions used
in the VAWA programs; amend Federal
criminal law relating to firearms, cus-
todial rape, and stalking; and expand
Tribal jurisdiction over certain crimes
committed on Tribal lands.

The American people deserve better
from their elected officials. I am com-
mitted to opposing President Trump’s
reckless and outrageous actions that
would harm women and their families
in Maryland and across our Nation.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. JONES. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. JONES per-
taining to the introduction of S. 1453
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. JONES. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. RoM-
NEY). The Senator from Illinois.

IRAN

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, 1 year
ago, President Trump recklessly with-
drew from the historic nuclear agree-
ment reached between the TUnited
States, the United Kingdom, France,
Germany, Russia, China, and Iran to
end Iran’s nuclear weapons program.

President Trump decided to withdraw
from that agreement. It is not clear to
me why President Trump further un-
dermined our country’s international
reputation by backing out of this
agreement reached by key global pow-
ers.

To think that we had a consensus, in-
cluding Russia and China and our tra-
ditional allies of the United Kingdom,
France, and Germany, and the Presi-
dent decided to walk away from it is
beyond me.

As with so many issues, he seems mo-
tivated to reverse anything ever done
by President Barack Obama, regardless
of the facts or by his naive belief that
he can always strike a better deal.

Sadly, I have yet to see any evidence
of that dealmaking acumen. In fact, I
have only seen alienated allies, give-
aways to dictators, and a loss of Amer-
ican standing and influence in the
world.
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It is important to step back and re-
call where we were when President
Obama took office. Our intelligence
community assessed that until 2003,
Iran was working toward a nuclear
bomb. Among the many calamities of
the disastrous war in Iraq was that it
further empowered Iran. The country’s
hard-liners moved forward at great
speed, building suspicious nuclear in-
frastructure. These efforts produced
large and unsettling quantities of high-
ly enriched uranium that could have
been used for a nuclear weapon.

Such a weapon in the hands of the
Iranian regime would have been an un-
acceptable risk to the region, to Israel,
and to the world.

This is the mess that President
Obama inherited when he came to of-
fice. He pledged that Iran would not be
able to obtain a nuclear bomb on his
watch, and he kept his word. You see,
just as President Kennedy negotiated
with the Soviets when they were
threatening possible nuclear war with
missiles in Cuba, just as President
Nixon began to establish ties with
China while it was supplying weapons
to the North Koreans, who were fight-
ing Americans, and just as President
Reagan negotiated with the Soviet
Union, even though it was occupying
Eastern Europe and fomenting violent
revolution, there are times when such
agreements serve our national interest
and make the world a safer place.

Similarly, President Obama nego-
tiated a comprehensive deal that pre-
vented Iran from being able to build a
nuclear bomb and held it to stringent,
invasive inspections to ensure that
Iran kept its pledge.

Notably, this historic agreement was
accomplished without drawing the
United States into war in the Middle
East. Let me be clear. The nuclear
agreement was never about all the
other genuinely troubling Iranian be-
havior in the world, but, instead, it was
designed to ensure that Iran didn’t pur-
sue activities with a nuclear weapon.
That is what it did.

The International Atomic Energy
Agency continues to verify that on the
ground in Iran the agreement still
holds. For the last 4 years, this Agency
has performed an average of four sur-
prise inspections every month—8,000
inspection hours—and they have found
no evidence of noncompliance on the
Iranian side.

Now, today, President Trump is pur-
suing an incomprehensible policy of re-
gime change, trying to flatter and
meet with Iranian President Ruhani to
negotiate a supposedly better deal and
threatening Iran militarily and tight-
ening sanctions. The end result of this
dangerous incoherence is that our al-
lies are united against us, sadly to say,
and Iran may restart nuclear activities
which had been frozen for the last 4
yvears because of the agreement that
President Trump walked away from.

So the only thing our President’s
policies have done is to make a poten-
tial restart of Iran’s nuclear program a
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reality. I fear that President Trump,
with the goading of many around him,
is trying to foment a pretext for an-
other war in the Middle East—the last
thing America or the world needs.

So let me be clear on something that
I have said regardless of who is in the
White House, a Republican President
or a Democratic President. Article I,
section 8 of our Constitution is clear
that Congress has the authority—the
only authority—to declare war. This
President—any President—must first
have the approval of the people’s rep-
resentatives in Congress before asking
our sons and daughters to enter into
battle.

It is not too late for an off-ramp.

I am concerned that this word isn’t
even close to the way I actually feel
with the suggestion that Acting De-
fense Secretary Shanahan was called
on to create a plan using 130,000 Amer-
ican military to be poised in some ef-
fort to intimidate Iran. One hundred
thirty thousand—that is the number of
troops we sent into Iraq.

I was happy to be one of the 23 mem-
bers of the Senate who voted against
that terrible decision, but we didn’t
prevail. We went into Iraq and thou-
sands of Americans died. It can happen
on any President’s watch. This Presi-
dent is setting the stage for it to hap-
pen in Iran.

Sadly, the American people have not
been dealt into the conversation. They
have one thing to turn to, though, our
Constitution, which says that, ulti-
mately, the American people will make
the decision when it comes to war
through their elected representatives.

This administration should return to
the only reasonable, smart, and effec-
tive option on the table for countering
Iran: Rejoin the nuclear agreement im-
mediately, repair our strained relation-
ship with our own allies, and use that
unity to push back on Iran’s desta-
bilizing actions across the region which
exist outside the nuclear realm. Any-
thing else is reckless.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). The Senator from Texas.

ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF SANTA FE HIGH

SCHOOL SHOOTING

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I rise today
to give voice to a town in Texas. It is
a small town of about 14,000 people. In
that town there is a high school, a
school of about 1,500 students. One year
ago, on May 18, a deeply disturbed and
deranged student committed an un-
speakable act of evil which shook
Santa Fe, shook Texas, and shook the
entire country. It left our Nation weep-
ing.

Just before 8 in the morning, the
shooter began firing weapons into
classrooms and through doors where
his fellow students were taking shelter.

Within minutes, the attacker sense-
lessly murdered 8 students and 2 teach-
ers. Their names are the following:
Jared Conard Black, Christian Riley
Garcia, Shana Fisher, Aaron Kyle
McLeod, Glenda Ann Perkins,
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